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IRMO- Dutch Fork Middle School has been selected as a 2017 Palmetto’s Finest School. The an-

nouncement aired live on SC ETV March 21. The South Carolina Association of School Administra-

tors (SCASA) presents the awards each year to schools which offer the best in innovative, effective 

educational programs. The Palmetto’s Finest Award is celebrating its 39th year and is one of the 

most coveted and respected awards among educators. 

 “We are so honored to be named a Palmetto’s Finest school for the 2016-2017 school year,” said 

Dutch Fork Middle School Principal Dr. Gerald Gary. “Being selected as a Palmetto’s Finest school 

is affirmation that Dutch Fork Middle is offering a quality, comprehensive program to all of our 

students. We celebrate the commitment of our staff, the support of our families and the demon-

stration of excellence by our students.” 

 Each spring since 1978, SCASA has recognized a few schools which offer excellent instruction and 

outstanding leaders, augmented by strong family and community involvement and a supportive 

business community. The selection process includes a comprehensive review of a school’s pro-

gram focusing on the key question: “What impact is this school making on the lives of students 

and the community, and is it deserving of the Palmetto’s Finest Award?” 



 “What an accomplishment it is for Dutch Fork Middle School to be named a 2017 Palmetto’s Fin-

est School,” said District Five Chief Instructional Officer Dr. Christina Melton. “This award is just 

another example of the outstanding leadership Dr. Gary and his administration have shown, the 

great staff and teachers they have in place, and the engaged and supportive parents and commu-

nity members that collaboratively make up what it is to be Palmetto’s Finest!”  

 SCASA Executive Director Beth Phibbs offered her congratulations to Dutch Fork Middle saying, 

“The Palmetto’s Finest award winners are models of innovation throughout our state. They set 

the standard of excellence by creating an outstanding school culture which includes setting high 

expectations and providing opportunities for personalized learning.”  

 “We are extremely proud to have Dutch Fork Middle represent District Five as a recipient of the 

2017 Palmetto’s Finest School Award,” said District Five Superintendent Dr. Stephen Hefner. “An 

honor and accolade like this is not possible without the combined efforts of students, staff, par-

ents and the entire community working to make Dutch Fork Middle the best it can be. The entire 

District Five community congratulates Dutch Fork Middle School for winning this prestigious 

award!” 
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IRMO- Spring Hill High School, Career Pathways Magnet, has been named a National Magnet 
School of Distinction by Magnet Schools of America, the national association for magnet and 
themed-based schools. Spring Hill High School Principal Dr. Michael Lofton was recognized for this 
achievement by South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman at a ceremony on 
March 14. The school will receive its award at the Magnet Schools of America’s 35th National Con-
ference in Los Angeles April 26-30. 

 “This award exemplifies the dedication that our teachers have for teaching and the dedication our 
students have for learning,” Lofton said. “We at Spring Hill High School strive to create an environ-
ment that is about caring for one another and supporting each other. We are so fortunate to have 
this opportunity in District Five and being named a National Magnet School of Distinction is a tes-
tament to all the hard work everyone is doing here at Spring Hill!” 

 Spring Hill High School is an all-magnet, all-choice high school in District Five that offers five focus 
programs to students from grades 9-12 including: Engineering, Entertainment, Entrepreneurial, 
Environmental Studies and Exercise Science academies. Through these academies, students are 
immersed into high tech, real-world environments which develop core knowledge, ignite imagina-
tion and make learning relevant by using themed standards-based curriculum. This approach en-
hances college and career readiness by guiding students to make critical connections between 
their educational journey and our dynamic world. 

 To receive a national merit award, members of Magnet Schools of America must submit a de-
tailed application that is scored by a panel of educators. These schools are judged and scored on 
their demonstrated ability to raise student academic achievement, promote racial and socioeco-
nomic diversity, provide integrated curricula and instruction and create strong family and commu-
nity partnerships that enhance the school’s magnet theme. 

 Sara Wheeler, District Five Magnet School Program Director and President of Magnet Schools of 
America, was elated about Spring Hill’s recognition. “District Five prides itself in our magnet pro-
grams and we have long placed a priority on growing our academic programs through magnets 
and other offerings,” Wheeler said. “We are so proud of Dr. Lofton and Spring Hill High School, Ca-
reer Pathways Magnet, for becoming a National Magnet School of Distinction!” 



IRMO- “Focus on people’s abilities rather than their disabilities.” That was the message to fifth 
grade students at Harbison West Elementary School on March 2. Jon Stoklosa, a Special Olympics 
powerlifting champion, stopped by to share his story about persevering and never giving up. 

 Stoklosa has down syndrome and didn’t speak to anyone until he was 11, but just like the barbell 
and weights put before him throughout his life, he has overcome. The 35-year-old from Newark, 
Delaware bench presses, squats and deadlifts over 400-pounds and is a two-time national champi-
on at the Special Olympic Games. In fact, Stoklosa has defeated the odds at an even bigger stage. 
He competed in the Arnold Classic against powerlifters in regular competition and won the title of 
“Lifter of the Day” where he received $500 and a plaque. 

 In his message to students, Stoklosa and his father Hank shared a story where he was once bul-
lied at the gym during a training session. “He came home that night and went straight to his 
room,” Hank said to the students. “My wife and I knew immediately something was wrong. Jon 
never acted that way.” Stoklosa finally admitted to his parents what bothered him and eventually 
the gym was notified. The problem hasn’t happened since. 

 “The opportunity for our students to see someone like Jon who can achieve something so incredi-
ble despite having a disability is really empowering,” said Harbison West Elementary preschool 
teacher Beth Reilly. Reilly along with fifth grade teacher Brenna Lamprey run the school’s group 
Project AuSome, where fifth grade students team up with preschoolers who have special needs to 
learn and grow in the classroom. 

 Lamprey said Stoklosa’s story is the perfect way to tie in Project AuSome. “The one thing that we 
really work on teaching our students is not to let someone’s disability define them,” Lamprey said. 
“Like Jon and Hank shared with us, we want to focus on people’s abilities, not their disabilities. 
Jon may have had a hard time early on in his life, but he has prevailed and not let anything stop 
him. He’s Superman in our students’ eyes.” 

 After his presentation, it was time to have some fun. Jon picked out students from the audience 
to take turns arm-wrestling him. He even challenged Harbison West Elementary School principal 
Ed Davis. “Having Jon here today to speak to our students, it just helps put us on the path of 
where we want to go as a school,” Davis said. “We want to expand Project AuSome outside of 
Harbison West’s walls. This is a part of that. We are able to make those connections with the real 
world, and our students will see that when they leave us, they have made an impact not only with 
their school, but outside of it as well!” 
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IRMO- It was a special day for the Center for Advanced Technical Studies as a number of South 

Carolina businesses dedicated two, two-kilowatt solar arrays to the school’s campus. Santee 

Cooper, Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative and Pitsco Education all had a hand in presenting the 

two arrays at the dedication ceremony on March 22. 

 “We are tremendously excited in the Clean Energy Technology program to now have available to 

us an over four kilowatt solar demonstration project,” said The Center’s Clean Energy Technology 

instructor Patrick Smallwood. “We cannot thank all of our partners enough for rallying around this 

project and making it cross the finish line. It has been a dream of ours to have a project like this 

for a couple of years. Our students now have available to them some of the most modern technol-

ogy in the solar energy industry. It’s an exciting day!” 

 The solar array’s installation, one of which follows the sun, produces electricity from the sun’s 

rays and provides students a first-hand look at the opportunities and challenges of solar power. 

Students, educators and utility representatives gathered around the pole-mounted solar arrays to 

officially commemorate the partnership that made the installation a reality. 

 “What a day like today does for us is allow doors for our students to open up to new opportuni-

ties in the expanding field of energy,” said Director at The Center, Dr. Bob Couch. “Our students 

will have opportunities no other students in the state have. This will expose them to career path-

ways I think they will find inviting in the future both in energy and engineering. It is a tremendous 

boost to our program.” 
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 Business partners on hand at the ceremony agreed with Dr. Couch that this will expand students’ 

horizons. “Programs like these challenge tomorrow’s leaders to think critically about renewable 

energy sources and how they might benefit future generations,” said Stephen Spivey, Santee 

Cooper’s manager of renewable energy. “The investment made here at the Center for Advanced 

Technical Studies is an investment in both the future generation and the future of energy for our 

state.” Matt Porth of Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative added, “The Clean Energy Technology 

program provides students with hands-on experience with clean energy resources. This project is 

invaluable, as it gives them real-world application in the classroom.” 

 “Pitsco is delighted to have the opportunity to be a partner in this project and contribute to the 

development of the future workforce in advanced energy and sustainability,” said Dr. Harvey 

Dean, CEO of Pitsco Education. 

 District Five Superintendent Dr. Stephen Hefner continues to be impressed with the advance-

ments in education The Center offers students. “The Solar Project Partnership has provided our 

Clean Energy Technology students the opportunity to be engaged in cutting-edge, sustainable en-

ergy technology,” said Hefner. “This will allow them to explore careers available in the various en-

ergy-engineering field. Our students will have the opportunity to graduate and be college and ca-

reer ready, and will have a passion for next generation energy!” 
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IRMO- Harbison West Elementary School fifth grade teacher Brenna Lamprey has been named as 

the South Carolina Council for Exceptional Children’s (SCCEC) General Education Teacher of the 

Year. The award is given to a general educator who has made an outstanding contribution to the 

advancement of exceptional children and youth. 

  “I am incredibly honored and humbled to receive such a prestigious award, which in fact high-

lights the collaboration and influence of so many involved,” said Lamprey. “It has been through 

learning from my students, colleagues at Harbison West, and throughout District Five that I am 

the teacher I am today. I have been so fortunate to have amazing role models of all ages and expe-

rience levels to challenge me to always dream big, strive for better and work towards creating an 

educational community where acceptance and collaboration are a priority.” 

 In 2015, Lamprey and Harbison West special education preschool teacher Beth Reilly created the 

group “Project Au-Some.” The group started after Reilly shared a book about Autism to Lamprey’s 

class. Lamprey’s fifth graders then felt compelled to give back to younger students with special 

needs, and that is where the big buddy, little buddy system began. As the students started spend-

ing more time together, the Big Buddies started planning and teaching lessons for the Little Bud-

dies. These lessons consisted of gross and fine motor skills, social skills and developmentally ap-

propriate academic skills. 

7 



  “To be selected as the General Education Teacher of the Year for our state is an incredible ac-

complishment,” said District Five Director of Special Services Angie Slatton. “I have had the op-

portunity to see Brenna in action on several occasions and the award is no surprise to me! She 

goes above and beyond every single day to meet the needs of all her students at Harbison West.” 

  In addition to her award, both Lamprey and Reilly received their second mini-grant from the 

SCCEC for Project Au-Some. “I’ve always loved providing opportunities for general education and 

special education students to interact, but Project Au-Some has motivated me to take it to the 

next level, and to continue to inspire others to be the change,” Lamprey said. “Beth and I are so 

excited to receive yet another mini-grant from the SCCEC for this wonderful group!” 

 Harbison West Elementary School principal Ed Davis said it best when describing what Lamprey 

means to their family. “We as a school at Harbison West are so proud of Ms. Brenna Lamprey for 

receiving the General Education Teacher of the Year award,” Davis said. “We are so fortunate to 

have her here serving our students. She is the embodiment of hero believing, growing and soar-

ing!” 
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IRMO- Irmo Middle School sixth grade student Kaliyah Hicks has been honored with the Presi-

dent’s Volunteer Service Award. She has been recognized for volunteering with Project Au-Some 

and working with special needs students. She helped co-found Project Au-Some at Harbison West 

Elementary School and went on to initiate the program at Irmo Middle School once she entered 

sixth grade. 

 “I love helping special needs students, I have a special place in my heart for them,” said Hicks. “I 

started Project Au-Some at Irmo Middle because we were working on it last year and I didn’t want 

to stop.” 

 Project Au-Some started at Harbison West Elementary when fifth grade students in Brenna Lam-

prey’s class were visited by preschool teacher, Beth Reilly, who specializes in working with stu-

dents with developmental delays. She read a book about autism and every member of the class 

volunteered their recess to spend time with the preschoolers. From there, the project grew and 

Lamprey’s students began planning and teaching lessons focused on specific learning goals such 

as fine motor skills, social skills, and developmentally appropriate academic skills.  

 Reilly said, “Kaliyah was the one that quickly became invested in my special needs students and 

she wanted to start coming more and asking how she could help more. It was amazing to watch 

her and how she grew as a leader.” 
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 Hicks brought Project Au-Some to Irmo Middle School with the help of sixth grade science teach-

er Regan Moore. Students spend lunchtime and recess each week with special needs students. 

They’ve worked on lesson plans, made sensory bottles, and are currently writing a school-wide 

lesson to help support World Down Syndrome Day. Moore nominated Hicks for the award ex-

plaining, “Kaliyah is a driven young lady. Her determination and effort have resulted in Project Au

-Some being carried over to Irmo Middle School. She is dedicated to making students more 

aware of people with exceptionalities and promoting awareness for the needs of all. We are so 

proud to have her as part of our school crew.” 

 Hicks was surprised with the award during a community meeting at Irmo Middle with all her 

sixth grade peers in attendance. Mrs. Moore, Ms. Lamprey, Mrs. Reilly and Hicks’ mother Shirlina 

were there as part of the surprise. “I’m very proud of her,” said her mother Shirlina. “She loves 

helping. Kaliyah has a heart for special needs kids, it touches her a whole lot.” 

 The President’s Volunteer Service Award honors individuals who have achieved sustained service 

over a 12-month period. Volunteers receive a certificate and a congratulatory letter from the 

President of the United States. Principal Robert Jackson was thrilled to present the award to 

Hicks. “We believe in service and compassion at Irmo Middle and we encourage students to get 

involved in their community and get behind a cause that makes all of us better as a community,” 

said Jackson. “It’s an honor to have students who are being recognized not only at a local level 

but at a national level for the tremendous work that they do in the community. I’m very proud of 

Kaliyah and her commitment to making her community a better place.” 
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IRMO- Elementary schools throughout Lexington-Richland School District Five paid tribute to the 

legendary Dr. Seuss with Read Across America celebrations during the first week of March. 

Launched in 1998 by the National Education Association (NEA), Read Across America is the na-

tion’s largest celebration of reading, focusing coast-to-coast attention on the importance and the 

joys of reading. 

 Ballentine Elementary School held a “Book Tasting” in the school’s media center. Students sat at a 

table with four different books and had one minute to skim through to see if they would be inter-

ested in reading that particular book. The students then wrote in their “menus” what the book 

was about and if they would like to read more. At the end of the tasting, students were allowed to 

check out their favorite. “The students loved this idea of book tasting,” said Ballentine Elementary 

Media Specialist Wendy Price. “Anyway we can incorporate fun and exciting ways to get our stu-

dents to read is a success. We love seeing them so excited to read!” 

 Harbison West Elementary School celebrated Read Across America Week with special events each 

day. Media Specialist Lucy Ballew said, “Read Across America Week is a time for our entire school 

to celebrate books, reading, and Dr. Seuss’ birthday! We get really excited about it!” Events includ-

ed Pop Up and Ready Day where students enjoyed popcorn and special reading time. Buddy Class 

Reading Day featured teachers from other classes visiting to read. As part of Black History Month 

in February, students read about the contributions of famous African-Americans and attended a 

Black History Month program. 
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 At H.E. Corley Elementary School, Mrs. Chaka Coffey’s second grade class was paid a special visit 

from principal Dr. Judy Franchini, who read Dr. Seuss’s Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! Dr. Franchini 

described the importance of her role as a principal coming in to read with students. “Reading is 

one of my passions, and the teaching of reading really makes a difference with our students,” 

Franchini said. “Not only does the teacher need to be a good role model, but the principal and 

administrative team need to be as well. I think it is important that I show them I am a reader as 

well!” 

 Students at Lake Murray Elementary School took part in Read Across America Week by “Rocking 

and Reading.” Rocking chairs were set up in the main corridors of the school and students had 

free reading time to read anything they wanted. The Rock and Read theme was started with the 

reading initiative through the NEA. It began as a way to motivate students to read for pleasure. 

Third grade teacher Ms. Kim Taylor said, “This allows them to see that I value their time where 

it’s their choice. They get a choice, they can read whatever they want to read and I’m not going 

to ask them questions afterward. They don’t have comprehension to fill out. It’s just really foster-

ing a true love of reading.” 

 Other schools in District Five who participated in Read Across America Week were Chapin Ele-

mentary, Dutch Fork Elementary, Irmo Elementary, Leaphart Elementary, Nursery Road Elemen-

tary, Oak Pointe Elementary, River Springs Elementary and Seven Oaks Elementary. To see photo 

albums related to Read Across America Week in District Five, please visit our Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/lexrich5/.  
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IRMO- Chapin Middle School students were in for a treat Monday as cellist, singer and songwriter 

Adrienne Woods stopped in for a special visit to share a few songs and answer questions about 

her life. Woods has toured with Adele, Ariana Grande and John Legend just to name a few. 

 “A day like today is so fun because I enjoy working with kids,” Woods said. “They are so curious 

and sometimes the questions you get from them are so impressive because they make you think. 

These students are so fortunate that they are Southerners because we already have that friendli-

ness about us and to make it in any industry, you have to go out and meet people.” 

 Woods grew up in Florence and attended the University of South Carolina where she studied cel-

lo. Upon graduating, Woods and her brother Chris, who plays violin, decided to move to Los Ange-

les and that is where her career took off. Since moving out west, Woods has performed with 

artists such as Michael Buble, Josh Groban, Kanye West, Usher and many more.  

 Throughout her question and answer session with students, Woods’ message was simple. “The 

most important thing is that you learn your instrument backwards and forwards,” Woods said. 

“Just like as if you were on a sports team, you have to practice every day, and then you have to 

find your own character and bring that to your instrument. For me, I didn’t want to be just a clas-

sical musician. I wanted to have fun and be out there with my music as well. The more I did that, 

the more people found me interesting and wanted me for gigs.” 

13 



 Chapin Middle School orchestra teacher Amy Reynolds was ecstatic to have Woods share her 

journey and music with her students. “This is such an amazing opportunity to see where music 

has taken Adrienne. Our students have never seen anything like this,” Reynolds said. “To bring 

them in and see a performer like Adrienne is such a once in a lifetime moment that we are so 

thankful for!” 

 “In our world today, there seems to be a great divide,” Woods said. “I am so interested in bring-

ing people back together and helping them remember what matters. We can all live together and 

support one another. Music is one of those things that transcends barriers. You may not know 

one thing about a person, but you listen to one song from them and you can feel their culture, 

you can feel what they are doing. I want these students to know that they can do anything they 

believe in.” 

 Reynolds echoed Woods’ thoughts on having a dream and believing in it. “I hope that our stu-

dents will be encouraged by Adrienne and know that whatever their dream is, that they follow it 

no matter what it is,” Reynolds said. “I hope that this will encourage our students to continue 

playing and to seek out lessons to become better musicians because the sky is the limit for 

them!” 
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IRMO- Third grade students at H. E. Corley Elementary School (HECES) learned all about South 

Carolina history through a fun hands-on research project! The students were challenged to pick a 

topic, research it, then present it to the school in a unique way. After being divided into groups, 

the teams went to work on making their topics fun and memorable to learn. 

 Every year, third graders are taught the history of South Carolina and this year the teachers at 

HECES wanted to make the learning experience more interactive. Last year, the students learned 

the standards through a live news broadcast, but Blake Sorrel, a third grade teacher at H. E. Corley 

Elementary, said her and her fellow teachers wanted to step it up a notch this year. “We have a re-

ally great group of third graders who have this drive for learning so all the third grade teachers col-

laborated and decided to let the students become experts on a specific topic, then present it in a 

home and garden show style format,” said Sorrel. 

 Students were enthusiastic about the process and knew their topics, gladly sharing what they 

learned after traveling from booth to booth. The topics ranged from cotton, peaches and livestock 

to The Shag, basket weaving and famous South Carolina natives. “We wanted to make sure each 

region throughout South Carolina was represented so we chose 16 stations then let the students 

vote on which they wanted to learn more about,” added Sorrel. The projects were presented out-

side with 16 booths scattered throughout. Students made each station unique such as providing 

free samples of food, having an animal petting station and playing interactive games with prizes 

just to name a few. 
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 With the school’s magnet theme being The Leader In Me, Sorrel said they incorporate Stephen 

Covey’s The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People in each lesson. “From the beginning, the students 

were thinking Win-Win, Seeking First to Understand and Begin with the End in Mind as they re-

searched and designed their booth,” said Sorrel. 

 H. E. Corley Elementary Principal Dr. Judy Franchini loved seeing her students be proactive and 

take charge of their learning. She said, “We believe that all of our students have talents and this 

was a great way to tap into every students’ gift. It is our job to empower our students to lead 

their own learning. What an excellent example of students’ leading their own learning!” 

 Throughout the morning, every grade level in the school visited the third graders home and gar-

den show for a chance to learn something new and let the students show off their knowledge 

about their topics. As Sorrel visited each booth she was very impressed with her students, but 

insisted it took a village to bring it all together. “Our third graders showed tremendous leadership 

ability and were so excited to share their topic with others. We couldn’t have done this without 

the support from our community, the school district and most certainly our custodial staff. The 

Center For Advanced Technical Studies’ FFA team provided the animals and showed our leaders 

that they can continue to be leaders as they grow. It has taken a village, but it was a great, ex-

citing day for our students,” said Sorrel. 
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IRMO- Excitement, laughter and smiles filled the hallways at Spring Hill High School on March 9 at 

the school’s third annual Young Athletes Expo. The event, run by the “Students In Action” program 

at Spring Hill, featured special needs students from District Five who are not yet old enough to 

compete in the Special Olympics. Schools represented were Chapin Elementary, Harbison West 

Elementary and H. E. Corley Elementary. 

 “Special Olympics holds a big place in our hearts here at Spring Hill High School. Our students 

form really close bonds with special needs students, and that is why we started this Young Ath-

letes Expo three years ago to give our younger students the opportunity to experience what Spe-

cial Olympics is like,” said Spring Hill High School Business Education teacher Sherry Stone. “We 

live in a world that is all about us, and when our students have a vision of what it would be like to 

have special needs, I think it gives them a unique perspective. Our kids have taken that unique 

perspective and used it to give back.” 

 Students from the three schools rotated between three different rooms under supervision of 

teachers and team members from Students In Action. The game room gave students the chance 

to participate in many different activities including hot potato, scooter relay and an obstacle 

course, just to name a few. From there, students moved onto the downtime activities room where 

they could build puzzles, play with blocks, read books or even watch a movie. The kinesthetic 

room allowed students to take pictures with superheroes in a photo booth and get their faces 

painted. 
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 Spring Hill High School senior and Young Athletes Expo chairman Trey Williams was thrilled to 

see how well the event flowed. “Our team stayed late hours, even until about 8:00 p.m. the night 

before just to make sure everything was ready,” Williams said. “It is so rewarding to see the 

smiles on our young athletes’ faces. My mother works as a special education teacher and stu-

dents with special needs are very near and dear to my heart. Our team has made it an emphasis 

to show our young athletes that they are loved and they are involved!” 

 “I just love that our Young Athletes Expo is a student driven initiative. Our students run every as-

pect of this event and each year, they take our feedback and make this event better and better,” 

said Spring Hill High School principal Dr. Michael Lofton. “It is so amazing to see the caring hearts 

that our students have, and the enthusiasm to be good role models for our young special needs 

students in District Five. These are the young leaders that our society is going to have and it just 

makes me excited that Spring Hill High School is a part of this special day!”   
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Monday, April 24, 2017 Thursday, April 27, 2017 Friday, April 28, 2017 Monday, April 10, 2017 — 

Friday, April  14, 2017 

School Board Meeting at 7pm at 

CrossRoads Intermediate School. 

District Five musical Annie at Irmo 

High School Center for the Arts at 

7pm. 

District Five musical Annie at Irmo 

High School Center for the Arts at 

7pm. 

Spring Break Holiday — all schools 

and offices closed. 

District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties April 2017 

1020 Dutch Fork Road 

Irmo, SC 29063 

803-476-8000  

www.lexrich5.org 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 Saturday, April 29, 2017 

District Five musical Annie at Irmo 

High School Center for the Arts at 

3pm. 

District Five musical Annie at Irmo 

High School Center for the Arts at 

12pm. 


